
1 

Borderless Alliance News, September 2016                                                                                                                             

IN-TRANSIT 
September 2016 

 

At the invitation of the Private 
Enterprise Foundation – Ghana, 
Borderless Alliance participated 
in a consultative meeting to-
wards the formation of an apex 
agriculture authoritative body in 
Ghana, in Accra, on September 
14. Borderless Alliance cen-
tered its contributions on the 
role of advocacy in promoting 
regional economic integration and the movement of agricultural 
products in West Africa. The Alliance indicated potential in-
kind support for the activities of the apex agriculture body in 
four key areas:  
• The inclusion of its representatives in its future events cen-

tered on the ProFAB program activities in Ghana;  
• The use of its Border Information Centers for trade data 

collection for evidence based advocacy; 
• The use of Borderless National Committees in countries in 

the sub region; 
• The use of the Borderless Alliance e-platform – an elec-

tronic platform which enables traders and truck operators to 

report complaints of delays/
harassments encountered 
along trade corridors. 
 
“The in-kind support of the 
Borderless Alliance will also 
be targeted at eliminating the 
multiple checkpoints which 
cause delays in the transport 
of products in order to re-

duce post-harvest losses and also build the capacity of business 
operators crossing the borders,” said Mr. Ziad Hamoui, the past 
president of the Borderless Alliance, who represented the Alli-
ance at the meeting. 
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Trade and 
transport stake-
holders from 
West Africa, 
including repre-
sentatives of 
ECOWAS 
Commission, 
customs offi-
cials from 
Burkina Faso, 
Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ghana and the 
Borderless Alli-
ance, participat-

ed in a five-day study tour in East Africa, from September 12 – 
16.  
 
Organized by the Accelerating Trade in West Africa (ATWA) 
Project, in collaboration with the Trade Mark East Africa 
(TMEA) and with support from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of Denmark and the Netherlands, the tour aimed to showcase 
TMEA supported East African initiatives in the field of trade, 
transport and trade facilitation which have contributed to re-
duced trade costs and barriers.  
 
The mission took participants to Nairobi in Kenya, Arusha in 

Tanzania and Kampala in Uganda Activities conducted during 
the tour include, among others: presentations at the TMEA of-
fice in Nairobi (Kenya) and Kampala (Uganda); a courtesy call 
on the Secretary General of the East African Community in 
Arusha (Tanzania); a visit to the Uganda Revenue Authority 
(URA), with a demonstration of the electronic cargo tracking; a 
courtesy call on the Honorable Minister of Trade, Industry and 
Cooperatives of Uganda, with a demonstration of the electronic 
platform for monitoring and resolution of non-tariff barriers on 
the Ugandan corridors; and a visit to the One Stop Border Post 
at Busia, on the border between Uganda and Kenya.  

Some participants at a session 

Group photo of participants 
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On September 19 – 20, 
the Borderless Alli-
ance Secretariat 
brought together all 
Trade Advisors and 
Border Information 
Centers (BIC) Host 
institutions for the 2nd 
BIC Forum in Accra, 
Ghana. The forum was 
meant to strengthen 
the professional capac-

ities of the BIC to enable them to address the challenges of facil-
itating border trade. Represented were trade advisors from the 
various BICs in Seme, Krake, Dakar Port, Dakola, Aflao and 
Noe. The Host Institutions represented included the Shippers 
Councils of Burkina Faso, Senegal, Benin, Nigeria, Ghana and 
Côte d’Ivoire.  
 
Areas covered include: a presentation on the USAID Food 
Across Borders Program (ProFAB) and the tasks assigned Bor-
derless Alliance under the said program; a presentation by each 
BIC on its key activities in 2016; and a review of the revised 
scope of work and reporting templates and indicators that should 
be included in the reports of the trade advisors. Trade Advisors 
were also trained on their role in the lodging and management of 
non-tariff barriers logged into the e-platform on 
www.tradebarrierswa.org.  
 
Discussions also included the strengthening of collaboration 
between the BICs and Host institutions. Participants also high-
lighted some recommended activities for 2017 at the various 
borders. 
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On September 19, Borderless Alliance participated in a two-day 
forum on ratification of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) in Accra, Ghana and how 
to make cross-border trade easier for Ghanaian businesses. The 
event was organized by the Global Alliance for Trade Facilita-
tion (GATF) and the International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC). 
 
Borderless Alliance, represented by its 
former president, Mr. Ziad Hamoui, 
took part in and contributed to a panel 
discussion on public-private partner-
ships for the effective implementation 
of the TFA. The contribution of Bor-
derless Alliance centered on the role of 
advocacy in promoting regional economic integration and free 
movement of goods in West Africa. The Alliance gave a brief 
overview of its objectives, its activities and possible ways of 
collaborating with the GATF across the region through its Na-
tional Committees, Border Information Centers and the E-
Platform. 
 
The forum brought together representatives of the ICC, develop-
ment partners, Global Affairs Canada, Ministries of Finance 
(Ghana Revenue Authority) and Trade, think tanks, private sec-
tor organizations, civil society organizations, DHL, Maersk, 
FedEX, and Diageo (Guinness Ghana). Discussions centered on 
ratification of the TFA in Ghana and the role of the TFA in pro-
moting cross-border trade and reducing the time and cost for 
SMEs. The forum was crowned with the submission of a list of 
recommendations to the Parliament of Ghana with an appeal to 
them to speed up the process of ratifying the TFA. 

B��������� A��
��� ����

����� 
� 15�� AGOA F���� 
� W���
����� DC, USA  

On the invitation of USAID, Borderless Alliance attended the 
15th African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Forum held 
in Washington DC. 
 
The Forum was marked by two major events. One was a Forum 
for Civil Society held on September 23 under the theme, “The 
role of Civil Society Organizations in maximizing AGOA now 
while preparing for the future beyond AGOA.” The Alliance, 
represented by its Executive Secretary, Mr. Justin Bayili, con-
tributed to a panel discussion on the theme: “Capacity building 
and technical assistance to support trade facilitation in sub Sa-
haran Africa.” This session was concluded with the adoption of 
eight recommendations aimed at paving the way for better ex-
ploitation of AGOA and other US Government initiatives to 
improve trade between USA and the African continent. 
 
The other major event was the 15th AGOA Forum itself, held on 
September 26 at the State Department under the theme, 
“Maximizing Trade and Investment between the US and Africa: 
AGOA and beyond.” It brought together over 200 delegates from 
the United States and countries eligible for AGOA, including the 
Ministers of Trade and many other actors of the US and African 
private sector South of the Sahara. Contributing to the sub-
theme, “Balancing Security and Trade along Transnational 
Corridors,” Mr. Bayili gave an overview of the activities of the 
Borderless Alliance and its achievements in terms of advocacy 
and road governance to contribute to improving the business 
environment and trade facilitation in West Africa.  
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Borderless Alliance, in collaboration with African Cashew Alli-
ance and the Global Shea Alliance under the USAID TIME 
Grant, organized a capacity building and sensitization workshop 
for shea and cashew stakeholders in Tamale, Ghana, on Septem-
ber 29. 

The event brought together more than 40 representatives of the 
shea and cashew sectors, the Northern Region Shippers’ Transit 
Committee, Customs, Immigration, Police, Ghana Export Pro-
motion Council, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Standards Au-
thority, among others. In addition to a presentation on the 
USAID Food Across Borders Program (ProFAB) and the Bor-
derless Alliance E-Platform for reporting and resolving non-
tariff barriers, participants were also taken through the ECO-
WAS Trade Liberalization Scheme (ETLS), Rules of Origin, 
Customs Export Procedures and their benefits to regional trade 
in West Africa. 

Participants observed that the training was useful as it would 
enhance their businesses. Like some other participants, Mr. 
Thomas Kofi Pang, Program Coordinator of Tungteiya Wom-
en’s Association into shea activities, indicated that it was his 
first exposure to border trade procedures. “I was not informed of 
these basic trade procedures. I will use this knowledge to expand 
my market by supplying information to customers,” he said.  

A cross-section of participants at the workshop 


